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Stepfather found not guilty of assault
Published: July 11, 2014 | Last Modified: July 11, 2014 08:57AM
By A.J. ALGIER Sun Staff Writer

WAKEFIELD — A soon-to-be third-grader was thrust into the middle of a grown-up
situation Thursday when he claimed his stepfather, Randall Bartnick, 35, of 221 Carolina
Back Road, Charlestown, grabbed him by the neck, lifted him off his feet and threw him to
the ground where he hurt his hands and knees after he clogged up the toilet and refused
to fix it.
The child, a bright, well-spoken 8-year-old whose eyes and short-cropped hair were all
that were visible above the bench where he testified in 4th Division District Court, said he
told his stepfather to fix the toilet himself. He also said he loved his stepfather and was
not afraid of the man seated at the table next to his lawyer Melissa Larsen.
Bartnick, a pediatric paramedic at Hasbro Children’s Hospital, was found not guilty of the
Charlestown police charge.
Attorney Robert Craven, prosecuting for the town of Charlestown, emphasized that the
young man had been consistent in his testimony.
“He has told the same story over and over. His demeanor is rather extraordinary under
the circumstances,” he said. He asked the boy repeatedly if he had been told what to say
on the stand, to which he replied no each time.
“Where do you live,” Craven asked him.
The boy told Craven he didn’t know, jumping into an explanation of a split home with a
visitation scenario common to many families. He said he is with his father every
Wednesday and every other weekend.

Although Judge Thomas T. Houlihan Jr. said he
found the child’s testimony compelling, he
believed information provided by others — his
mom, Kelly Bartnick, a longtime nurse, a
psychologist, Bennett Z. Hirsch, and Bartnick
himself — proved more credible. Houlihan said
he also considered information he heard
regarding a bad divorce and a possibly bitter exhusband, John Lennier, of Richmond, and his
influence on his son as a contributing factor to
the assault charge by the boy. The judge also
considered Lennier’s owing $25,000 in back
child support as contributing to some of the
discord in the family dynamics.
Bartnick, who has no criminal record, was
charged June 26 with simple assault after the
Charlestown police received a report from
Rhode Island Department of Children, Youth
and Families regarding an incident that allegedly
occurred in April. The child reported to a social
worker at school that he had been grabbed by
the neck, lifted off the ground, and “thrown
toward the toilet causing him to hit his head,” an
assertion denied by Bartnick with a not-guilty
plea in June. A social worker, according to the police report, noted the presence of a
“linear petechia mark on his neck” or redness in the area.
That mark, Larsen said, could have easily been caused by the child carrying his book bag
on one shoulder as she demonstrated to the court during questioning of the alleged
victim, who held a Batman toy in his hand during his testimony. She also pointed out it
would be difficult to raise the boy by one hand because he told the court he was about
100 pounds, though his mom said he was under that, laughing a little at the child’s
estimation.
Kelly Bartnick, who has been with Randall Bartnick for seven years, reported there have
been three other complaints to DCYF prior to the latest incident and all were
unsubstantiated and believed to be because of the same influence of an ex-husband
coaching his children.
“They’re all my children,” Randall Bartnick said during his testimony. “He’s like my own
blood.”

He said he never touched the alleged victim and doesn’t believe in corporal punishment.
Larsen added that Bartnick works with critically ill children everyday and has a
“heightened awareness of abuse and would never abuse a child.” He responded, “No,
No.”
Lennier initially went to Rhode Island State Police to report the incident. Once at the
Hope Valley Barracks, he said he was told to take the case to Charlestown police where
the child has his primary residence and where the alleged incident occurred. Police
advised Lennier to bring the child to South County Hospital for an evaluation of his
injuries, which he reportedly did.
In a second interview with a children’s advocacy group, the alleged victim reportedly
indicated “he was grabbed by the neck and put up against the wall.” During testimony
Thursday, it was revealed that the child’s older brother had made the same assertion,
with nearly the same details, but DCYF did not pursue charges.
Meanwhile, Hirsch, the psychologist, said he has worked with the family, which now
includes three other children, in dealing with the blended family situation although he said
he has only seen the 8-year-old twice in about two weeks, both after the arrest.
Lennier claims the incident “is getting played down” and believes the charges should
have been more significant.
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Phil Palmer · Chariho High School
So happy this family had a positive outcome!!!!! Stay the great step dad you are Mr. Bartnick
Reply · Like ·

2 · July 11 at 4:13pm

Ronnie Palmer · Charlestown, Rhode Island
I wrote that comebt but for some reason it's showing under my husbands FB.. Oops! God
bless you bartnick
Reply · Like ·

2 · July 11 at 4:16pm

Jennifer Bartnick · UMUC (University of Maryland University College)
Funny how the prosecutor states that the boys story never changed but yet in this article I

see two if not three diﬀerent stories of what happened. Also funny that the father thinks the
courts made light of the situation and a harsher punishment should have been served. Look
in the mirror buddy! You're 25k behind in child support and still a free man. Consider yourself
lucky! Anywhere else, your ass would be behind bars washing toilets with a toothbrush until
you could actually support your children. If I were you, I'd stop making claims about how
horrible these two parents are and get on your knees at night and thank God your sons have
been blessed with such a man who takes them in as his own, has raised them since diapers,
and loves them unconditionally. The author mentions that the older child talked about the
same thing...probably because his father made the same claim exactly a year ago about him
and Randall. If you're gonna make lies Mr Lennier, at least change up the details a little...can't
fix stupid!
Reply · Like ·

3 · July 11 at 6:35pm

Erin Nolan Sacco · Westerly, Rhode Island
I counted those story changes too. SMH! At the prosecutor. And way to go JL..
Randy is better then you could EVER be to my sister and her family. That divorce
was a terrible haunting mess for the entire family, in which he made sure to harass
EVERYONE in the family..
Randy is a blessing to my sister and to this family and we are all lucky the day
they found eachother. You guys are the best hard working, providing parents that
my beautiful nieces and nephew deserve.
Karma.
Reply · Like · 22 hours ago
Russell Bartnick
Get em Jenn
Reply · Like ·

2 · July 11 at 6:54pm

Cindie Macomber · Works at CEO of the House
How dare you Mr. Lennier for putting our family through this the last three months. How dare
you make our grand children Hunter and John afraid to give me a hug in court because you
were sitting in the middle of them. How dare you make the comment that I must not be
happy with Randy right now was part of your stupidity. As far as we are concerned he is not
their step dad he is their dad! It was so nice last night when I got a big hug and kiss from the
boys and got to enjoy a bowl of sugar pops with Hunter. Apparently you have no idea how
lucky you are and I think your luck is about to run out.
Reply · Like ·

2 · July 11 at 7:45pm

Donna Bitzko Gentile
My daughter Kelly and her husband Randy do deserve this. They are hard working people
that love their 5 children with everything they have. So happy with the outcome!
Reply · Like ·

3 · Yesterday at 12:53am

Marlyn Gardiner-White · Bending over at at Dancing
very happy
Reply · Like ·

1 · Yesterday at 5:07am

Lynn Underwood · University of Rhode Island
donna i had no idea this was going on!!!! i am absolutely FURIOUS HE NOT ONLY
ONCE AGAIN MESSING WITH THE WHOLE FAMILY BUR RANDY'S LIVELIHOOD
TOO!! WHILE HE FREQUENTS SOMEONE'S HOUSE THAT SELLS WEED AND
BRINGS HIS CHILDREN WITH HIM!!!!
Reply · Like ·

2 · Yesterday at 8:06am

Michael Gardiner · Inverness, Florida
WHAT A JACKASS!MOVE ON JL!
Reply · Like ·

4 · Yesterday at 10:45am
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